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Blessed Marie Rose Durocher
1811-1849

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary
Icon by Joan Brand-Landkamer
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Jesus and Mary,
My Strength and My Glory!

Motto chosen by the early Sisters

Ministries: By the opening of Vatican Il in 1962, 4,000
Sisters reside in 277 houses and teach more than 100,000
students on three continents. Today, Holy Names Sisters
share their mission and charism with Associates,
consecrated lay persons and likeminded groups. The
congregation continues to respond to the emerging needs
of society: caring for the environment, eradicating
trafficking of women and children, promoting water as a
human right and public good, improving the welfare of
immigrants, building faith communities and maintaining a
prophetic voice in the Church.
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Mélanie by mistake

Eulalie Durocher is born on October 6,
1811, at Saint Antoine-sur-Richelieu,
Québec, Canada, and is baptized the same
day. (The parish priest calls her Mélanie by
mistake.) She is the 10t child born to the
French-Canadian family of Olivier and
Geneviéve Durocher.
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Strength through unity

Saint-Lin (1848) is the fourth convent founded by Mother Marie Rose.
She nurtures the young congregation’s strength through unity and
sacrifice:

I invite you to go to the Heart of Jesus with me, for it is there | wish to
remain and where, if you wish it so, we shall never be separated from one
another.

Since we tread along the same way, let us extend a hand to one another
to help surmount the difficulties which present themselves.

Every day | offer you to our Lord, asking Him to bless you and render
fruitful the sorrows and sacrifices you undergo for His love.
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Sisters do not hesitate
to leave her in charge

Eulalie is sent across the Richelieu River to Saint-
Denys Church and Boarding School and studies
there for two years. Germaine Duval, SNJM (From
vision to mission, 1985), notes that Eulalie “had
such an influence on the other students that the
Sisters did not hesitate to leave her in charge when
they had to be absent... it soon became evident
that she was gifted in educating and leading
others.” Here Eulalie, shown twice in the bottom
right corner, prepares for her First Communion and
Confirmation.
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Do not give up: 1846

The congregation grows, and the people of
Beloeil build a convent for Holy Names
Sisters. Despite that show of support, some
critics dismiss the Sisters as “utopians” or
“fools.” Marie Rose reminds Sisters they
have “embraced our Divine Savior’s cross,
don’t drag it, carry it with courage. ... |
repeat, carry on and do not give up.”

14

Give without counting the cost

Eulalie gives herself to others “with great
simplicity, first to her own family, then to
people around her in society.” (From vision to
mission, 1985, Germaine Duval, SNJM) When
Eulalie is 18, her mother dies suddenly.
Eulalie’s brother Théophile invites her to assist
him in his parish in Saint-Benoft, then in Beloeil.
Here she is shown waving goodbye to her
childhood home. Soon she is immersed in
parish life. In addition to keeping house and
hosting guests, she begins coordinating parish
services. Eulalie — a contemporary of Charles
Dickens — notices desperationin the lives of
many unschooled girls in the countryside.
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“In union will be your strength. May it be
the soul of your little community.”
— Bishop Ignace Bourget

The three Sisters complete their novitiate and
pronounce their vows. Sister Marie Rose is named the
superior (Mother) of the “little community.” Soon there
are many Sisters. Mother Marie Rose provides Sisters
and students alike with a “maternal solicitude where
affection was combined with the spiritual.” (From vision
to mission, 1985, Germaine Duval, SNJM)
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If girls were enlightened

With a strong sense of purpose, Eulalie teaches
parish children their catechism. Eulalie believes
that “if girls were enlightened, brought back to
sound morals, formed in Christian virtues, they
would found Christian homes; soon the whole
country would be regenerated.” (From vision to
mission, 1985, Germaine Duval, SNJM)

Toward that end, she organizes purposeful
activities for young girls. Mélodie Dufresne joins
her friend Eulalie at the Rectory. The day Eulalie
turns 30, she is one of thousands of people who
attend the dramatic blessing of a colossal cross
atop a local landmark, Mount Saint-Hilaire.
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